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(Turse exquisite little designs are the fresco orna- 
ment of @ pavilion near Rome, and now are nearly 
bliterated. They are evidently conceived in the spirit 
gan ig Bare nthe Pompe foes, 
put breathe the chaster influence of Christian art. 
They are exquisitely poctical and fanciful } 





flours of the night !—upon my chamber walls 

Hung dreamy figures hovering in mid air, 

Begot by Raphael when the antique art 

He wedded with the bridal ring of Christ. 

Sweet Raphael—fairest of the sons of men, 

Whose thoughts were visible music, whose 
accord 

Died not when died its master, but lives on, 

Charming the eye and thought of lands un- 
known. 


Hours of the night! how dreamily they move ! 


One from her vase pours down the cloudy 
dew— 
One hovering with vailed brow and wavering 
robe , : 
Seems bearer of calm dreams like  fhoating 

clouds— 
Flying, yet still—and as | gaze, my brain 
Grows tremulous and seems to float and dream, 
And as I dream thus flows the tide of song : 


Hours of the night, for ever there unfolding 
Your purple shady robes, heavy and still! 
Pass, pass ye on, while we your course, behold- 
ing, 
Wait for the morning which pursues you 
still. 


Hours of the night! to him for ever passed ? 
For he hath gone into God’s perfect day ! 
Where the ideal is mystery no more ; 
Where doubt and error flee with night away ! 


Hours of the night! ye have your pleasant 
dreams, 
Your falling dews, with silvery doubtful 
gleam ; 
But pass ye on, and rise the perfect day 
When all shall stand revealed in morning’s 
beam ! 


For all that painters, all that poeis dream, 
Are but the dew-drops of life’s fleeting night 
That shine on tree and flower, but cannot guide, 
While grope we on, in the imperfect light. 


He is the Morning Star, that Son of God, 
Whom Raphael saw transfigured in the sky— 
That glorious dream was given to fs night 
hours 
To be for ours perpetual legacy ;—, 


He saw and died—the morning star had risen— 
The fleeting night brought in th’ immortal 
day, 
And as a dew-drop spreads its rainbow wing, 
The artist’s soul exhaled in light away.* 


Ah, these night hours, O Savior, grant us 
power ° 
To pass them bravely waiting, till we see 
Thee rising in the east, before whose face 
All night, all sorrow, shall for ever flee. 
H. B. S. 


ANDOVER, Aug. 30. 


———_ 


* The Transfiguration, the last work of Raphael, of 
which the sublime head of Christ is, perhaps, the 
nearest to the inapproachable idea of Christian art of 
all attempts which have been made. 





PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL OF 
AMERICAN BOARD 
SLAVERY. 


Ir has been announced that a new slave state 
sto be presented for admission into the Union, 
embracing the territory of the Choctaws and Cher- 
okees, under the teachings of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. It would 
seem that those teachings have had not a little in- 
fluence in bringing about this event, and conse- 
(uently a most serious question presents itself as 
‘othe attitude and responsibility of the Board in 
this matter. Shall the Board continue its connec- 
Yon and its patronage, its sanction of slave-law, its 
authorization and confirmation of all the abomi- 
uations of slavery, embraced under its supervis- 
‘on as a Christian domestic institution, of such a 
hature, that the Board cannot interfere with it? 

And if the contemplated trausfiguration of this 
Christianized Indian community into a slave state 
be carried to its completion, will the relation of 
ae Board to such a transformation be considered 

honorable to Christianity, and can the result be 
recorded as @ tribute to the influence of missions, 
that will meet the approbation and delight ef the 
Redeemer? Shall a great and venerable Christian 
association such as this, be found standing godfather 
at the introduction of a new state, directly from be- 
neathats own Christian discipline and instruction, 
into that family of states that maintain the iniquity 
of slavery as their chosen and perpetual policy, 
their most sacred domestic life, the fountain of their 
Jurisprudence, and the culminetion of their mis- 
sionary berevolence? Has the American Board, 
‘or so many years, been the schoolmaster of these 
indians only to lead them to Christ as a state 
rooted and grounded in the maintenance of a sys- 
‘em of abominations, nore oppressive and unright- 
tous than the offspring of any organized system of 
“ppresgion and of evil the world ever saw ? 

Are the churches that love the Board for Christ's 
‘ake prepared to contemplate, without anguish and 
shame, the possibility of such a consumiation ? 
But if the shame and the evil of such an event ere 
‘0 be aveided, or if the disastrous influence of the 
‘ohnection of thé Ameriean Board with it, and the 
‘lain from Sach an influence, and its reproach upon 
oo cause of missions and of truth, are to be pre- 
*nted, there 18 BO time to be lost. The Choctaw 
- herokee churehes, trained into subjection by 
P- sonetis Tie, and held down under a net-work 

ie slaveclaw, are going over this cataract ; 
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and if the American Board would not be found in 
company, accessory before the fact, when they take 
this plunge, then it is time that they should leave 
the ship and the nets, and follow their Savior. A 
little longer delay, a little farther compromise with 
this sin,and it will be too late, even for repentance. 
Long ago the Board might, with great power and 
dignity, and with great effect, have protested 
against the iniquity and the evil; but the time 
when such a protest might have been efficacious is 
rapidly passing away; and if the Board do not 
act speedily, and act in the right direction, then, 
when compelled to act, it will be but the unavail- 
ing confession of regret and shame. 

It is time the subject were taken at once into 
anxious investigation. We shall mention some of 
the considerations, that combine to throw the bur- 
den of this responsibility on the mind and con- 
science of the Board with most painful and im- 
pressive weight and urgency. Involving as it 
does, the continued complicity of the churches 
with a great sin, or their prompt and definite re- 
buke of it, the matter is before the churches and 
the Board as one of the most important subjects 
that can demand their attention. If the Board 
continue to reject it entirely from their delibera- 
tions, as a thing with which they have nothing to 
do, then there are many churches that will be 
constrained to ask, What have they to concern 
themselves with, under the sun, either of sin or 
misery, to which the Gospel must be applied, if it 
be not this wickedness ? 

1. The business is legitimately before them. It 
lies now on the record as an unfinished business, 
demanding, for the sake of the principles involved, 
as well as the results impending, an immediate 
and final decision. Any inaction of the Board, 
longer continued, is becoming more and more a 
positive and pernicious action. Any negative po- 
sition of the Board, that sets them in the support 
and sanction of slaveholding laws and slavehold- 
ing churches, is every year more injurious, and 
wantonly unnecessary and imprudent. 

2. The responsibility is now upon them, of free, 
righteous, and useful action. Sooner or later, ac- 
tion will have to be taken. Shall it be taken 
wisely, voluntarily, to accomplish some definite 
good, or unwillingly, despairingly, under mere 
compulsion of inevitable evil? The responsibili- 
ty is upon them, and upon them now. 

3. By applying now the principles of God's 
Word, the truth of God, as supreme and decisive, 
in the judgment of a known sin, a great good may 
be wrought out, and good men will be strengthen- 
ed,and their hearts encouraged, in resting on the 
Word of the Lord in the great conflict against the 
progress of this iniquity in our land. The posi- 
tion and influence of the Board are such, as yet, 
that a movement in the right direction would ef- 
fect a great and beneficial change, would animate 
faith, would call forth prayer, would rally many 
that are wavering and desponding, would remove 
reproach, would honor God and his Word, giving 
it free course to be glorified, and opening for it an 
utterance where there are many adversaries. 
The opportunity of such good lying in the direct 


Line of duty, ce that only bv subterfage, sophistry, 
or absolute refusal and retreat, it can be avoided, 


certainly the great principle of God’s Word comes 
into application with the Board, just as with an 
individual, To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

4. The direct, positive, and palpable nature of 
the connection of the churches under the Ameri- 
can Board in the Choctaw and Cherokee territory 
with slavery, and their submission to its laws, 
forbid the continuance of the Board in such rela- 
tion. It cannot be a righteous continuance, and 
any farther delay in bearing testimony against it 
must be an unrighteous delay. The complicity 
with evil, and the sanction of it, are in this case 
so gross, that we have reason to apprehend the ap- 
plication by God himself of some of the many 
passages in his Word, the direct execution of the 
principles involved in which would overwhelm us 
with destruction. We have reason to apply the 
warning of a faithful prophet in a like case, 
“Shouldst thou help the ungodly, and love them 
that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee 
from the Lord.” The laws in support of slavery 
among the Choctaws and Cherokees are so oppres- 
sive, so inconsistent with Christianity, so evidently 
designed and contrived to fasten the system of 
slavery, and make it perpetual, that any Christian 
Chureh, or Board of Churches, not protesting 
against them, but sanctioning and obeying them, 
take an attitude against God, and become inevita- 
bly instrumental in building up and perpetuating 
this remorseless and stupendous wickedness. 

5. The nature of these laws, and the tenor of 
the Word of God when examined in regard to 
them, demand an immediate protest in reproba- 
tion of them, and a Christian action, so far as pos- 
sible, against them. We are commanded to have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather to rebuke them; itis not enough 
silently to withdraw from them, or avoid them, at 
the same time avoiding all expression of opinion, 
but it is our duty to remonstrateand rebuke. But 
if we not only refrain from the utterance of God's 
Word against them, but enter into a partnership 
under them, a compromise acknowledging their 
validity and justice, this is treason against our 
Savior and the Gospel, and brings a reproach 
upon the truth, that no counter profession or testi- 
mony can remove. The laws are such, that they 
only need be quoted, to fill the churches with 
shame, that our common Christianity should so 
long have been compelled to bear the sin and dis- 
grace of sanctioning them. But when we re- 
member that the slave-code is everywhere essen- 
tially the same, with all its bitter, antichristian, 
and infinitely cruel principles, and that when 
these professedly Christian communities shall come 
into the American Union as a Slave State, under 
the religious tuition of the American Board, the 
slave-code, with additional clamps and securities, 
will be supreme; and at the same time remember 
what a legitimate, admirable opportunity has been 
given to the Board by the existence of such enor- 
mities in churches under its supervision, to have 
taken up these laws, and in the sight of all Chris- 
tendom examined them in the light of God’s Word, 
and pronounced upon their wickedness a sentence, 
that should have gone to the very heart of the 
slave-system itself; and yet what increased and 
progressive power the system and its laws have 
been gaining by the policy of silence,—we feel that 
the Board have been guilty, both negatively and 
positively, of a great sin in admitting and practi- 
eally sanctioning the whole of this wickedness 
and evil. Such neglect, any longer continued, 
would be inexcusable, would make us, with a high 
hand, and on a large scale, partakers of other 
men’s sins, Among the laws are the following : 


“* Be it enacted, etc, That from and after the passage 
of this act, if any citizen of the United States, acting 
as & missionary, or a preacher, or whatever his occu- 
pation may be, «« found to take an active part in favor- 
ing the principles and netione of the most fatal and 
destructive doctrines of Abolitionism, he shall be com- 
pelled to leave the nation an for ever stay out of it. 

“ Be it further enacted, étc, That teaching slaves 
how to read, to write, or to sing in meeting-houses or 
schools, or in any open place, without the consent of 
the owner, or allowing them to sit at table with him, 
shall be sufficient ground to convict persons of favor- 
ing the principles and notions of Abolitionism.” 


With these laws are coupled enactments against 
emancipating any negro slave, except by the Gen- 
eral Council, and banishing every such emanci- 
pated negro from the nation, providing also for the 
public sale of such negro or negroes, if they shall 
at any time return into the nation ; free negroes, 
unconnected with Choctaw or Chickasaw blood 
and violating the law exiling them from the na- 
tion, are to be seized and sold to the highest bid- 
der for life. The concealment or protection of any 
such free negro to be punished by a fine of 250 to 
500 dollars, or, in case of inability to pay, the in- 
fliction of fifty lashes on the bare back. Among 
the Cherokees a law exists against teaching ne- 
groes to read or write of such a nature, that the 
American Board and its Missionaries could not 
possibly be faithful to God without exposing and 
denouncing its wickedness. It is as follows : 


“ Be it enacted by the National Council, That from 
and after the passage of this act, it shall not be lawful. 
for any person or persons whatever, to teach any free 
negro, or negroes, net of Cherokee blood, or any slave 
belonging to any citizen, or citizens, of the nation, to 
read or write. The penalty annexed to the violation 
of this enactment, is a fine of $100 to $500, at the dis- 
cretion of the court.” 


6. The American Board, coming in the discharge 
of its legitimate duties, in face of such laws, in 
antagonism of the very first principles of the Gos- 
pei against them, were bound, long since, to have 
confronted them with the authority of Jehovah, to 
have tried the power of the Word of God upon 
them, to have made the light of divine truth and 
love burn in exposure and rebuke of them. 
The instructions ef the Word of God are plain in 
regard to this matter. “‘SHALL THE THRONE oF 
INIQUITY HAVE FELLOWsHIP wiTH THEE, WHICH 
FRAMETH MISCHIEF By A LAW?” We are not only 
forbidden to obey such laws, but commanded to 
oppose them, and it is plainly taught us that the 
wrath of God has more than once descended upon 
his own people, for submitting to such wickedness 
and participating in it. For removing the bound 
of his law, and obeying wicked statutes, both 
princes and people of Israel and Judah were vis- 
ited with repeated judgments, and at length utterly 
sweptaway. God declared that for this particular 
wickedness he would pour out his wrath upon 
them like water, and would be to them as a moth 
and as rottenness, “ because they willingly walked 
after the commandment, oppressed and broken in 
judgment.” “For the statutes of Omri are kept, 
and all the works of tke house of Ahab, and ye 


desolation. and the inhabitants thereof an hiss- 
ing.” Such statutes are the apprupriate subjects 
of hissing and scorn, and ought to render the Chris- 
tian church and nation that endures, enforces, and 
obeys them, a byword of indignation and contempt 
among the nations. : 

The multitude of passages is so great, condemn- 
ing this wickedness, and forbidding any allowance 
of it, that it passes our limits, in an article like 
this, even to advert to them. But the case of the 
Choctaws and Cherokees, as under the instruc- 
tions of Christian missionaries putting such malig- 
nant and unchristian enactments into execution, 
against their colored brethren, although them- 
selves professing to have been redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, reminds us of the thunders of 
God’s wrath against Gaza, Tyre, and Edom, as 
well as Israel and Judah, “‘ because they remem- 
bered not the brotherly covenant, but pursued their 
brethren with the sword, and cast off all pity, and 
carried them captive, and confirmed the captivity.” 
This selling of the righteous for silver is one of 
the ways in which God's own people are arraigned 
for despising the law of the Lord, and not keeping 
his commandments, but walking in their own 
statutes which they made, and in the lies which 
caused them to err; “ which oppress the poor, 
which crush the needy, but say to their masters, 
Bring ye, and let us drink together.” 

Is all our piety debased and rotten, that under 
pretence of a righteous expediency it can sanc- 
tion this? Is there no refuge safe, no church nor 
missionary organization secure from the preva- 
lence of such abominations, none that can be 
relied upon to stand in the gap for God against 
such iniquitous laws, practices, and examples? 
The woman Jezebel, who called herself a prophet- 
ess, and taught the servants of the Lord her doc- 
trines, could have held few abominations worse 
than these, could have taught no fornication that 
slavery does not establish as a system. And the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans could have been no 
worse than the doctrines and practices of this 
merchandise. , 

And then to think of tle only tribes of Indians 
hopefully converted and civilized on all this con- 
tinent, being taught a slaveholding Christianity, 
being instructed and disciplined to the practice of 
slavery, and the enactment of such slave laws, 
under the auspices and missions of the New En- 
gland churches and the American Board ! 

To think of the abomination! To think of the 
treatment that almost all the Indian tribes in our 
immense territory have received, and are still re- 
ceiving, and that these poor remnants are almost 
the only ones not shoveled away from the path of 
our civilization, or destroyed by it, as the stray 
beasts on the train of a great railroad are tossed 
off by the cow-catcher, and crushed by the wheels ; 
and these reserved only to practice on others, 
by the Christianity and law that is taught them, a 
mischief and cruelty worse than they themselves 
have been spared! To think of the oppression, 
violence, fraud, extermination, against the whole 
aboriginal races of this country; the infinite 
tragedies of woe; the breaking of treaties on our 
part, and then making war upon the victims of 
such violation, because they have resented it ; the 
making them drunk with maddening liquors, and 
then revenging against them the madness we have 
taught them ; the withholding of their dues, and then 
launching regiments of soldiers against them, be- 
cause they have simply demanded that of which 
we have defrauded them! To think of such horrie 
ble atrocities as those related by Mr. Giddings 

against the Seminole Indians, on account. oftheir 
preference of freedom to slavery! To think of 
ol! this, and then to have to acknowledge that the 





walk in their counsels, that I should make thee a- 





our violence or worn out by our vices, but eiviliz- 
ed and formed into a Christian community, should 
have been at length introduced into this political 
confederacy as a slave state, and brought as such 
into this family of states under the tuition, educa- 
tion, discipline, auspices, of the American Board 
of Commisioners for Foreign Missions ! 

Who can contemplate the possibility of such a 
result without anguish? Especially in connec- 
tion with the testimony of one of the most faith- 
ful missionaries of the Board, who was constrain- 
ed by his sense of duty to the Savior and his 
truth te relinquish the mission among the Choc- 
taws, because of the unimpeded progress of slave- 
ry there; his testimony that “the system was 
gaining strength and consolidating itself in pro- 
portion to the advancement of the people in Chris- 
tianized life, and no influence whatever exerted 
by the mission to retard the accelerated increase 
of it.” The consummation of this progress in the 
organization and Constitution of a new slave 
state would bea triumph of slavery over Chris- 
tianity, supposing the American Board to have 
been instrumental in it, such as all the usefulness 
of the Board elsewhere could hardly balance. 
What would the lamented Jeremiah Evarts have 
said, if in the midst of his glowing predictions of 
the future destiny of the United States, on the sup- 
position of the Church of Christ, accomplishing 
tho work committed to her hands, the horrid vision 
of slavery as it now is had suddenly burst.upon 
his mind, with a demonstration of the instramen- 
tality of the Church herself in advancing it to 
that supremacy of dominion above all law and re- 
ligion, which it now occupies? What would he 
have felt, what could he have said, if he had been 
assured that the result even of his own indefati- 
gable labors for the oppressed Indian Races, would 
be, through the unfaithfulness of the Church to 
Christ and the Gospel, the preparation of a new 
Slave State for our Union, under the very patron- 
age of the American Board? Let no man say, 
This is impossible; but rather, let every man ask, 


What can be done to prevent it ? Cc. 
-— ES 


Our Correspondence. 


THE SUN AND THE OAK. 

















A New Fable. 





A youne Oak, growing on the western slope of a 
hill, fell out with the Sun, and entered its com- 
plaint on this wise : 

“If there is anything which I admire, it is con- 
sistency! J am consistent. You may always 
know where to find me. But you,O Sun, take 
different views, it seems. Every day I watch for 
your coming over the hill, and when your first 
beams strike my topmost bough, I feel a thrill of 
joy in all my limbs. The sap rushes through my 
veins. Every leaf quivers with delight, and down 
in the cold ground my roots are warmed and stim- 
ulated to draw new nourishment from the soil. 

You seem to whisper words of love and cheer, 
and lam imspired to unfold and develop all the 
resources of my being. I say, surely the Sun is 
mine and will not desert me! But what follows? 
A little while and you pass slowly over me in the 
sky, and I, who thought myself so happy in the 
possession of your light and heat, am again in 
shadow. I look down the hill and across the val- 
ley, and while your glow yet resis on my outer 
branches, I see you shine with equal splendor on 
my neighbor, the pine; nay, but yesterday I 
hushed all my tremulous leaves and listened, and 
I heard you breathe to her the same words of af- 
fection and encouragement which had so uplifted 
me. You send down many a stray beam upon the 
grass and the wild flowers which bloom beneath, 
and every daisy and butter-cup looks up (poor de- 
luded thing !) as if it thought you loved it better 
than all beside. Then, still passing over, you 
linger tenderly about each tree that grows upon 
the hill-side, and I see them brighten, and stand 
erect to greet you, as if they thought your rising 
was alone for them. Descending, you cast a 
golden sheen over the valley, and the meadows 
smile, and the grain ripples in welcome. I have 
tried to think you true and genuine, but such acts, 
daily repeated, have destroyed all my former con- 
fidence. If there is anything which I abhor it is 
insincerity !” and the Oak, in a great tumult of 
offended dignity, shook its boughs as if a mighty 
wind were blowing. 

“ Wait a moment, my friend,” said the Sun. “I 
do love you. I rejoice in your strength and vigor. 
It is pleasant to me to stimulate your roots and to 
unfold your leaves, but, because I love you, is it 
any reason why I should not also love the pine, 
and the grass and flowers beneath it, and all the 
trees of the hill-side, and the harvests of the val- 
ley? I see in each of you some element to ad- 
mire. You are all growing in the same earth, and 
striving for the same end—the development of 
your being, and therefore, each one, according to 
its character and need, elicits my sympathy and 
notice. And there is no insincerity in this. If I 
could comprehend only you—the Oak, I should 
love only you; but I know all trees and grasses 
and flowers, and take them all into my regard.” 

“ But,” said the Oak in a softened voice, “ may 
it not be selfish thus to win the favor of every liv- 
ing thing?” 

“Truly,” answered the Sun, as if it were a 
strange and unworthy idea,“I never thought of 
that. I roll round and round the globe, giving 
strength to the strong plants growing in fertile 
places,and hope and comfort to those struggling 
in desert wastes or upon the edge of eternal 
snows. This is my nature—my destiny. If it_be 
selfish to have such sympathy with the life of 
every stem and leaf upon which I shine, that I can- 
not avoid bringing it help and joy, and receiving 
in return its love, then indeed, most selfish am I!” 

“Pardon me,” said the Oak, “It is I who have 
been inconsistent and selfish. I did not under- 
stand you. Iam to be planted here, while you 
are to roll through the sky. I see now that it is 
your glery and not your reproach, to be able to 
shine on my neighbors as brightly as on me !” 

MORAL. 

It is possible to mistake that kindly interest 
which leads one instinctively to seek to make 
others happy by sharing their pleasures and sor- 
rows, for an insincere and selfish policy. To en- 
deavor to gain universal favor for mere personal 
ends, is mean and sinful. To gain it unavoidably, 
by possessing that generous and responsive nature, 
which, without losing its own integrity, sympa- 
thizes with every conditien of life, and obeys its 
impulses in expressing that sympathy, is desirable 
is Christian, and betrays, not self-seeking, but 
the lack of it. ' Deax. 





CHRISTIANITY AND THE FUTURE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


By Our English Correspondent. 





Enorann, Aug. 10, 1858. 

Aw India bill has been passed, and a Council of In- 
Gia is now in process of election. On the whole, there 
is reason to believe that a good foundation has been 
laid. There is, too, much confidence in Lord Stanley, 
upon whom has unexpectedly devolved that part of the 
Indian Administration which must be directed from 
London. But privately, and in religious circles, there 
has been a considerable degree of apprehension, respect- 
ing the spirit and possible action of the Government, 
owing to measures taken and the influence exercised 
by Lord Ellenborough. There are men, who are 
neither Hindoos nor Mohammedans, of whom it may 
be said, without a libel, that they are the enemies of 
the Croes of Christ. Of these is Lord Ellenborough ; 
and he represents a class of functionaries. Before the 
meeting breke out, Lord Ellenborough misrepresent- 
ed aud reproached Lord Canning, for having given 
countenance to missionary and educational societies 
in India. And when the catastrophe fell upon the 
British in India, these men were prepared to say, 
“ The missionaries have done it all ;” and they have 
only been silenced by facts which were too forcible to 
be controverted. 

It was apprehended, with too much reason, that 
“ the policy of neutrality,” announced in Parliament 
by Lord Stanley, and which is about to be formally 
proclaimed in India, in connection with the sovereign- 
ty of the Queen and the displacement of the rule of 
the Company, would, in fact, be the old policy of sub- 
serviency to heathenism, and of undue deference to 
Brabminical assumptions. 

In view of this there has been much intercommuni- 
cation between the representatives of missionary s0- 
cieties, and a certain amount of common action. There 
has been, of course, the difficulty which ever arises 
when co-operation is sought with the clergy and 
members of the Established Church, owing to the 
fundamental differences of opinion respecting the du- 
ties of functions of Government in relation to religion. 
During the past few months, very crude notions re- 
specting the duties and the powers of Government in 
relation to Christianity in India, have been put forth 
by every church, clergy, and laity of the Established 
Church, so that, as it has been said, there would nat- 
urally be obstacles to common and definite action, 
when the policy of “ neutrality,” in an undefined, but, 
ae it was feared, hostile sense, was announced in Par- 
liament. 

It was under these circumstances that, three days 
since, a Deputation, consisting of gentlemen connected 
with religious societies, waited upon Lord Stanley, in 
order to draw from him # more distinct statement of 
his views regarding Christianity in India, and the 
policy of the Government. This was done in the 
well-grounded apprehensions that the “ neutrality” 
policy would, in effect, prove to be a policy hoatile to 
Christianity. 

The interview was of a very interesting and ani- 
mated character; not a word of the statements and 
arguments of the Deputation has been reported ; bat 
the present writer is able to speak distinctly to the 
character and bearing of the interview, from 
the narrative of an active member of the De- 
putation. It was urged upon Lord Stanley, that 
the Indian Gevernment had not pursued a policy of 
neutrality, either toward Hindoos or Christians. Dr. 
Tidman of the London Missionary Society spoke with 
much effect ou this point, and argued, that in respect 
to the natives such a policy of “ neutrality” would be 
in fact “reactionary.” Mr. Arthur, formerly of the 
Mysore, represented the Wesleyan Society, and Mr. 
Underhill, one of the secretaries of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, lately returned from India, was also 
of the Deputation. 

Lord Stanley was embarrassed by the very nature 
and magnitude of the subject, and of the interests in- 
volved. This is shown by the abridged account of his 
reply to the Deputation, which has been published 
to-day. He would evidently take the ground of phi- 
losophic indifference, with certain limitations. But 
he feels, rather than distinctly apprehends, the diffi- 
culties growing out of the irreconcilable antagonism 
between Christianity and heathenism. He gropes 
like a “ philosopher” after some universally acknowl- 
edged and common standard of ethics, and of practi- 
eal morality, by which to mold and guide the policy 
of “ neutrality.” He does not fully apprehend, or 
will not fairly meet the fact, that heathen “theology” 
practically confronts, and is inveterably opposed to 
what, in the Christian idea, are “the universal and 
everlasting rules of justice.” 

What has been said explain the peculiar force and 
bearing of the following extract from Lord Stanley’s 
reply : 

“He apprehended that what the Indian Govern- 
ment had always intended was to act upon the princi- 
ple of holding itself aloof from all questions involving 
merely differences of opinion in matters of theology. 
Of course it did not mean that if native ideas came 
into collision with the universal, and he might say 
the everlasting rules of justice, those ideas should be 

ad ; nd were yrange oo oe which were 

ae er orm of belief (') now ex 
fi the Yortd-—apeh, er example, ft the aclgaipts 
that equality of punishment should attend equality of 

crime—and such principles they were bound to 
out, in opposition to any native prejudices or feelings 
which might be opposed to them, restrained only by 
the recollection that all innovations must be slowly 
and gradually made. As regarded the expression 
“religious neutrality,” the Government construction 
of which the Deputation expressed themselves anxious 
to ascertain, he apprehen that what was meant 


was that no steps should be taken, directly or indi- | 


rectly, to give to the opinions of Europe an apparent 
a over those which were found existing in 

e country. No doubt it had been thonght neves- 
sary to lay that principle down more emphatically, 
because, whatever might be said theoretically in ref- 
erence to the rejection of Government aid by Chris- 
tianity, they knew that practically Christians had 
availed themselves of Government assistance and in- 
terference. It was not enough for the Government to 
establish an equality between persons of all! religions, 
but care must be taken that the spirit of the law was 
administered by those in authority; and he would 
say that on the part of those in authority there should 
be no exercise of any official power or influence 
which they might possess in favor of their own opin- 
ions, and against those of the native population. 
With respect to past changes of Indian laws, he would 
obeerve that if they were made simply in deference to 
the externa] and immutable principles of justice, the 
were properly made, and the principle of neutrality 
was not invaded ; while, on the other hand, if they 
were made for the purpose of propagating Christian 
opinions, and overthrowing those which existed in 

e country, they were not justifiable.” 

The noble Lord not only felt the difficulties of the 
subject, but that he was addressing no ordinary audi- 
ence,—men who well knew and who deeply felt the 
subject and ite bearings, and who were listening to 
him with keen intelligence. And when he spoke of 
principles older than any form of belief, he appeared 
to apprehend, without an uttered word, the mental 
protest of the enlightened Christian men before him. 

Here are a few more sentences, which show that he 
has a grasp upon a great principle, little apprehended 
by his claes in Europe, or even in England; and the 
reference in one of them to Lord Ellenborough, and a 
document, points to the apprehensions entertained of 
a neutral, hostile, or anti-Christian policy. 


“There was,” he said, “great difficulty in discuss- 
i question of thin Wind oo, general iples ; but 
Governsment had intended to assert on the 
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tron pn from the doctrine—was, that the 
sphere of Government and the sphere of theological 
belief were absolutely and entirely separate. He was 
afraid he could hardly say that that was the recog- 
nized doctrine of modern Europe; but it was a doo- 
trine that was making progress in modern Europe ; it 
was a doctrine which prevailed in England at the 
present day; it was a doctrine which had been car- 
ried out in the colonial ions of England; and 
it was a doctrine which it seemed to him —— 
necessary to assert in a country like India. Hi - 
ings on thissubject were very much in sym with 


thoee which been expressed by Lord Ellenboro: 
and Sir George Clerk; but at the same time, he 
not consider Government p 


to carry out an 

particular views which those gentlemen por Maemnto. 
mm the document which had been referred to. What 
the Government meant by “neutrality ” in the mat- 
ter of religion was, neutrality as regarded the action 
of the Government, neutrality as between the theo 

cal tenets of a Christian nation, and the theological 
tenets of the natives. They did not mean to say that 
in matters of justice as between man and man, or in 
matters in which scientific truth was brought into 
contrast with ideas previously existing in the country, 
they were to sacrifice their own ee and opin- 
ions, except so far as prudence might dictate.” 


The Karen Missions in India. 


An interesting and impressive comment upon these 
sayings of the responsible rulers of India, is supplied 
by a portion of a missionary speech delivered by a 
remarkable person under remarkable circumstances. 
In April last, a missionary meeting was held at Pes- 
hawur, in the Pun-Jaub, in aid of the Karen Missions. 
General Sir Sidney Cotton presided, and Colo- 
ne] Edwardes, one of the men who has been greatly 
instrumental in saving India, spoke with the frank- 
ness of a Christian soldier. One could wish that he 
had been one of the Deputation to Lord Stanley ; he 
made short work of the “ neutrality " policy, thus - 


“Tt is really painful,” he said, “to read the state- 
ments that are put forward so commonly in England 
to conceal facts ; such as that there have been church- 
es built in every large station in India, (the roofless 
one at Peshawur probably included) that there are a 
large number of chaplains and three bishops, and a 
prospect of as man 

rovisions for the European soldiery and officers of 

overnment had the slightest thing to do with the publi- 
cation of the Gospel to the natives! To say the least of 
it, 1 am not aware of one public measure by which 
England has stood forth as a Christian power in Hin 
doostan. Indeed, a kind of boast has made of 
our neutrality and impartiality—as if there ever could 
or ought to be an impartiality between good and 
evil, light and darkness, except toa blind man. And 
— has — the ie What — been ~ = 

our aggrandizing E ear ear wi 

empire of India, ond om aol ta equivalent? 
Why, the year 1867, which is simply an imperi 
bankruptey! The Hindooism and Moham i 
which we have been afraid to Christianize, has turned 
on us and struggled for the only thing we valued— 
political rule ; and the English in India, in 1858, like 
men after some fearful quake, are now ung 
amid the ruins of their homes. [ ask you if this is 
not true. And if so, what shall we say to these 
Americans, who, with no imperial duties lying on 
them, have come across the seas to help in evangeliz- 
ing Indiat We must admit that they have been do- 
ing our work ; that seeing a great field of labor which 
we too much lected, they (without reproaches 
have stepped in, like men of metal, and plowed 
sowed reaped it for us. In doing this, the Amer- 
ican missionaries have, I maintain, (whatever may be 
said by the advocates of neutrality) conferred on En- 


gland lasting political advantages. Look back for a 
momet on 1857. Where has rebellion raised its head 
the highest? In Bengal, where there were fewest 


native Christians, and in the Bengal army, whence a 
Christian convert was expelled as a matter of course. 
Where only has there been no mutiny and no rebel- 
lion? In ras, where the native Christians are 
most numerous, and where they form a large section 
of the native army! Sir, this is a broad ant ideal. 
able fact, and it behooves us, as men of practical sense, 
to lay hold of it for future use. In future we know 
exactly how we stand in India. We may and ought. 
to be very kind to both Hindoos and Mohammedans ; 
we may and ought to find many friends and loyal sub- 
ects for ordinary times among Mohammedane and 
indoes ; but for the hours of real trial, for the crisis 
of our ¢mpire, taught by experience, let us reserve our 
implicit confidence for the men of our own blood and 
the men of our own religion. We can, in the last re- 
sort, rely on None BuT Evrorean ano native Curte- 
TIANS.” 


This, then, is the testimony of a Christian hero,—ef 
one who has shown himself a practical statesman. 
His opinions are largely shared in India, and they will 
be operative. 3,000 rupees were contributed in aid 
of the Karen missions at the meeting. W. 
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A MEMORABLE DAY. 





Tue sixth of August, 1858, will claim to be number- 
ed among the memorable days. On it was received 
from the United States notices of the “failure of the 
Atlantic Telegraph,” and desponding commentaries 
upon the discouraging fact. The same day brought 
the news of “the successful laying of the Atlantic 
Telegraph,” and since, day by day, have been given in- 
timations that eommunieations remained unbroken. 
The same day recorded the completion of the commu- 
nication with the Channel Islands, and surely fore- 
shadowed the advance of the electric chain to Malta, 
and to the distant East. The same day witnessed the 
remarkable gathering at Cherbourg, and the meeting 
there of Queen Victoria and the Emperor of the 
French. The bare facts can only be set down here, 
though they are adapted to elicit, and have checked 
& world of commentary and speculation. May all 
these things work together for the good of the human 
race, and be made accessory to the advancement of 
the kingdom which is righteousness and peace. W. 


THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 








We go to press on Tuesday of this week, one day 
earlier than usual, in consequence of the general holi- 
day with which the successful completion of the Atlantie 
Telegraph will be to-morrow celebrated. From what 
we have observed of the preliminary arrangements 
for this occasion, and of the spirit with which they 
are now being made, we may safely predict a demon- 
stration equal in extent and magnificence to anything 
that has ever been witnessed in New York, and such 
as will appropriately signalize the auspicious event 
which it is designed to commemorate. Large num- 
bers of strangers are in the city, and the streets pre- 
sent a more animated appearance than at any time 
since last fall. 


PUNCTUATION. 








The points now used in were introduced 
into writing gradually, some time after the invention 
of printing. The Greeks had none, and there was no 

e between their words. The Romans put a kind 
division between their werds, thus—Publicns. 





Scipio.Africanus. U the end of the fifteenth een- 
tury only the period, ovlon, and comma had been 
introduced. The latter came into use latest, and was 
only a perpendicular 





more—as if these eclesiastical . 
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